Late recurrence of cervical cancer: a report of 16 cases.
To analyze the clinical characteristics and outcome of cervical cancer patients presenting late recurrence. The medical records of 16 patients who were treated between 1974 and 1999 at the Institution and whose cancer recurred after a five-year disease-free interval were reviewed. Mean time from initial therapy to recurrence was 162.5 months (60-360 mean). Smear abnormalities, atypical genital bleeding, abdominal and lumbar pain, and respiratory findings were the most common symptoms and signs associated with late recurrence. Fourteen patients were diagnosed by physical examination. Three of the six patients with local recurrence who were re-irradiated developed a vesico-vaginal fistula. At a median follow-up time of 12.5 months (4-38 mean), 12 patients were alive and the median survival time was 30 months. Cervical cancer patients surviving free of disease after the fifth year post-treatment are still at risk for relapse and in most of them, the recurrence is suspected by clinical examination alone.